






Aquarium Hours
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Winter hours (Labor Day through Memorial Day)

�9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Summer hours (Memorial Day through Labor Day)

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org for the most  
up-to-date information.

Aquarium Community Discount Days
On Community Discount Days, admission is free for the  
main-floor galleries. Visit www.sheddaquarium.org for  
updated information. Community Discount Days are  
sponsored by Ford Motor Company Fund.

Questions Regarding Existing Reservations
E-mail groupreservations@sheddaquarium.org with your 
confirmation number.

Best Times to Visit
Please see our Frequently Asked Questions section at  
www.sheddaquarium.org/schoolgroup for answers to  
this and other questions concerning field trip logistics. 

	 F i eld Tri p Logistics
	 Field Trip Registration
	� Go to pages 7 – 11 to see the available options for 

your visit. Then fill out the field trip reservation 
form on page 13 and fax it to 312-939-2195.

	 Lunches
	 �Lunchroom reservations are made on a  

first-come/first-served basis. Lunchroom space 
can be booked on the reservation form on page 
13 – 14. No lunch vouchers are available for 
purchase during '08 – '09.

	 Bus Drop-off
	� Buses will drop students off using the bus 

turnaround located on the south side of the 
aquarium. The registered group entrance is 
located up the ramp from the turnaround.

 *�Please remind your bus drivers this is a  
no-idle zone.

	 Bus Parking
	� Limited parking for buses is available.  

Contact Standard Parking at 312-235-7701  
or visit www.soldierfieldparking.com for  
more information. 

	 Group Orientation
	� When you arrive at the aquarium, you will be 

welcomed by a Shedd staff member to give  
you a brief orientation about your day. Feel  
free to ask any questions about your visit!
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Auditorium programs
50 minutes 
class sizes 75 – 250, $250 per program 
Up to three programs per visit 
offered mon. – fri.

 *Mileage fees apply

k – 2
Whales: Living Large 
Meet a beluga whale who was born and 
raised at Shedd, and see how scientists  
care for these big white wonders. Practice  
age-appropriate skills like observation, 
comparison and measuring.

3 – 5
Shark Encounter!
Think you know sharks? Think again! With 
specimens and video footage of more than  
10 different shark species, plus activities focused 
on prediction and observation, students are 
sure to expand their ideas about these 
extraordinary creatures. 

3 – 5
Amazon: Raised on the River 
A one-of-a-kind experience! With help from 
genuine rain forest adventurers, Shedd 
educators will introduce you to some of the 
animals and people who call the Amazon home. 
Your students will draw on their problem-solving 
and math skills to construct an actual river 
house just in time for the flood season.

OUTREACH PROGR A MS
Make some waves at school with a visit from Shedd! 
Our assembly-sized auditorium programs and our 
new single-class module programs show how exciting 
aquatic science can be. Bringing Shedd to your school 
is a great way to enhance a science unit or to prepare 
students for an upcoming field trip to the aquarium.

All programs are aligned with Illinois state science 
standards 11, 12 and 13.

 
New! 
Module program
30 minutes 
Up to 40 students per program 
$50 for each program 
Up to six programs per visit 
Offered Mon. – Fri.

k – 2
Amazon: River House Challenge
In this memorable hands-on program, Shedd staff members  
lead students in constructing a South American river house,  
then they simulate the floods of the high-water season. The 
group size and program length are perfect for keeping younger 
children engaged. Book more than one to include all your 
school’s k – 2 students. 
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all outreach reservations must 
be made with this form.

reservations must be made  
at least 21 days before your 
desired program date.

> �Outreach programs are offered  
year round

�> �All dates and times are subject  
to availability

Outreach reservation form page 1 of 2
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About you	 Today’s Date
Name of school or group

Contact person’s full name

Contact person’s e-mail

School address

City				   State	 Zip

School phone #	 School fax #

Total # of students	 Grade(s) of classes

So we can better serve your group, please check all that apply:

[   ]  Bilingual/ESL     [   ]  Special needs     [   ]  Other

Please describe the above:

About our visit to you

Date of visit              

1ST choice

2ND choice 

3RD choice 

Outreach Programs at your School
After receiving your reservation, we will call to determine start times for each program. 

$250 each auditorium programs: 
monday– friday (up to 75 – 250 students)

number of 
programs

grades of 
students

number 
of students 
per program

k – 2 Whales: Living Large

3 – 5
Shark Encounter!

Amazon: Raised on the River

$50 each module program: 
monday– friday (up to 40 students)

k – 2 Amazon: River House Challenge

Program Location
All programs require a room with a ceiling no lower than 12 feet. Please ensure that the room will be available an 

hour before the start of the first program and a half-hour after the last program. You will not need to provide any 

audiovisual equipment.

[   ]  Auditorium or theater    [   ]  Gymnasium    [   ]  Other (describe below)



Outreach reservation form page 2 of 2 

Program Fees
Auditorium Programs

              x  $250                 =    
# of Programs	 Price Per Program	 Total Fee

Module Program

               x $50                 =    
# of Programs	 Price Per Program	 Total Fee

Note: A travel surcharge of $0.80/mile will be added to your total fee.

Payment Options
[   ]  Check (mail upon receipt of confirmation)		  [   ]  Credit card

Credit Card Payment
Credit card type 	 [   ]  Visa      [   ]  Mastercard      [   ]  Discover

Name on card 

Card # 				    Expiration date                  /

How do you prefer to receive your confirmation?	 [   ]  Fax      [   ]  Mail
 
You will receive a confirmation letter when your reservation is booked. If you have any questions regarding an existing 
reservation, please e-mail groupreservations@sheddaquarium.org and be sure to include your confirmation number.
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Inspired by Shedd’s collection, 
programs, and resources, teachers  
will be aquatic science investigators  
in their professional lives, in turn 
creating meaningful science  
experiences for their students.
 

On-li n e Resou rces
Shedd Educational Adventures
Bring the sea to life through this computer-based program, complete  
with lesson plans, fact sheets, activities and more! This on-line  
aquatic resource is suitable for k – 12 and aligns with Illinois and  
national science standards.

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org/sea 

Teacher E-mail List
Stay up-to-date with the latest Shedd news for schools by  
joining our teacher Listserve. From Oceanarium renovation  
updates to insider information about programs, the teacher  
e-mail list is your tool for communication with Shedd.

Sign up by visiting www.sheddaquarium.org/teachers 

New! Listen to Your Lakes
Connect your classrooms to the Great Lakes on line. The Listen to  
Your Lakes “water blog” will do more than inspire your students  
to learn, it will have your students armed and ready to help care  
for our vulnerable Great Lakes. As your students navigate the blog  
they will gain new pieces of Great Lakes knowledge daily. The  
topics range from local green practices, national fish and wildlife  
stories to international political decisions. Plus, the learning styles  
of the blog are as varied as the topics.

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org/teachers to see the water blog  
for yourself!

Teacher Newsletter
Fish Tales
Shedd Aquarium’s Fish Tales newsletter is a special publication just 
for teachers. Fish Tales highlights aquarium programs, resources and 
collection animals, inspiring teachers to bring aquatic science into 
the classroom. From professional development opportunities to the 
latest Shedd news, Fish Tales has a wealth of information for teachers.

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org/teachers

Ma terials for Loan
New Great Lakes in My World Discovery Boxes
Shedd Aquarium is partnering with the Alliance for the Great Lakes 
to bring aquatic science with a local flavor into the classroom.  
Based on the Alliance’s Great Lakes in My World k – 8 curriculum, 
the discovery boxes include lesson plans and all the resources 
necessary to guide your students through an exploration of the  
Great Lakes environment.

Boxes are available on the following Great Lakes topics:

Water (suggested for grades 4 – 8) 
Habitats (suggested for grades 3 – 8) 
Biodiversity (suggested for grades k – 8)

Boxes can be rented for a minimal fee of $15. 
Contact 312-692-3165 or e-mail teacherservices@sheddaquarium.org  
for more information

Lesson Plans
Activity Guides
Shedd Aquarium offers several guides providing activities  
and teaching tools to connect your students to the aquarium.  
Activity guides are accessible free on our Web site at 
www.sheddaquarium.org/teachers

Teacher resources



Teacher Professional 
Development
Refer to www.sheddaquarium.org/
teachers for complete workshop listings.
 

Workshops on Dem and
Shedd is taking teacher programs out of the aquarium 
and into the schools! Come to Shedd or we’ll come to 
you, whichever works better for your group. Any of these 
two-hour workshops can be taken with a minimum of 
10 participants and a maximum of 25. Prices include 
curriculum and support materials. Reservations must  
be made three weeks in advance.

Inquiry and the Aquarium: Grade k – 2
Learn how you can utilize the natural curiosity and wonder of 
children to practice doing science.

Great Lakes in My World: Grades k – 8
Explore ways to connect students to the local environment  
through our new discovery boxes.

Classroom Habitats: Grades k – 12
Gain the basic skills needed to set up a classroom habitat, and 
discover several ways that live-animal encounters can increase 
students’ comfort with science.

Learning to See – Scientific Sketching and Journaling: 
Grades k – 12
Practice the techniques used by Charles Darwin, Leonardo da Vinci 
and the crew of the HMS Challenger to record the natural world.

Inquiry in Action – Worm Compost Bins: Grades k – 12
A worm bin is great way to introduce conservation and waste 
reduction, but did you know it can also be an incredibly useful 
science inquiry tool? Create a worm bin for your class and learn 
strategies for maintaining it and using it for science investigation.

Teacher Field Experiences
Join us in the summer for one of our teacher field experiences! 
Whether you are interested in studying biology in the Bahamas or 
learning more about the Great Lakes ecosystem, sign up for one of 
our immersive experiences where you become the scientist! Check  
our Web site for more details.

Basic In-service
Calling all administrators and university professors! Do you want 
your teachers to use more science resources or take more field 
trips? Are you curious to find out what the Shedd Aquarium can  
do for your school? 

Sign up for a one-hour in-service to introduce educators to all  
the resources Shedd has to offer. Visit our education center and 
learn about the programs Shedd offers for both students and 
teachers. The basic in-service is FREE, one hour long, and includes 
admission into the aquarium for the day! Contact the teacher 
programs coordinator at 312-692-3165 to schedule an in-service.

Aquarium Partner Workshops
Investigate the Amazon, discover the deep sea, or find out  
about about the fishes living in your own backyard waters with 
our partnered workshops. Partners include NOAA, Wilderness  
Classroom, and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  
These workshops take place on site and many of them are free!  
See our Web site, www.sheddaquarium.org, for dates, times  
and registration information.

To register for a Workshop 0n Demand, fill out the reservation  
form on page 21 and fax it to Teacher Services at 312-663-1472.
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Workshops on demand reservation form page 1 of 1 

reservations must be made  
at least 21 days in advance.

Please fax this form to:

Fax: 312-663-1472 
Attn: Teacher Programs Coordinator 

About you	 Today’s Date
Name

E-mail

School address

City		  State	 Zip

School phone #		  School fax #

About the Program
Workshop name

Grade(s) taught

Number of teachers

Please let us know what date, time and location would work best for you

	 Request Date	 Request Start Time/End Time	 At Shedd	 At School

1ST choice			   [   ]	 [   ]

2ND choice 				    [   ]	 [   ]

3RD choice 				    [   ]	 [   ]

Workshops are $25 per participant	 Total $

Payment Options
[   ]  Check (mail upon receipt of confirmation)		  [   ]  Credit card

Credit Card Payment
Credit card type 	 [   ]  Visa      	 [   ]  Mastercard      		  [   ]  Discover

Name on card 

Card # 				    Expiration date                  /

How do you prefer to receive your confirmation?	 [   ]  Fax      [   ]  Mail
 
You will receive a confirmation letter when your reservation is booked. If you have 
any questions regarding an existing reservation, please e-mail groupreservations@
sheddaquarium.org and be sure to include your confirmation number.

2 1



NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT NO. 6359

CHICAGO, IL

Staff Contacts
Questions about an existing reservation?  
Call 312-692-3333 or groupreservations@sheddaquarium.org

Questions about a school program?  
E-mail studentprograms@sheddaquarium.org

 
Supporters
Education programs at John G. Shedd Aquarium are made possible 
by the generous support of the Abbott Fund, Arie and Ida Crown 
Memorial, A. Watson Armour III Fund for Conservation Education, Bank 
of America, Ford Motor Company Fund, Lloyd A. Fry Foundation, Leo S. 
Guthman Fund, Illinois Department of Natural Resources – Illinois State 
Museum, Instant Ocean, Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
JCCC Foundation, Kraft Foods, Macquarie Group Foundation, Mazza 
Foundation, The Col. Stanley R. McNeil Foundation, Morton Salt, a Rohm 
and Haas Company, The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund, Polk Bros. Foundation, The 
SAP Charitable Fund, Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust, The 
Siragusa Foundation, Albert J. Speh, Jr. and Claire R. Speh Foundation, 
Toyota Motor Sales, UBS, United Airlines.

Design and Photography 
Planning & Design Department,  
Shedd Aquarium

Brenna Hernandez, Primary Photographer

Education Department 
�1200 South Lake Shore Drive� 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 
�www.sheddaquarium.org
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